NAME SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. NUMBER

IN SUPPORT OF FAIR AND EQUITABLE STATE FUNDING FOR SCHOOLS


RESOLUTION NO.  NUMBER

WHEREAS, the NAME School District receives the majority of its annual revenue from the state’s basic education apportionment formulas for teaching, administrative, and classified staff; and


WHEREAS, the state’s basic education apportionment formulas fund teaching, administrative, and classified staff at different dollar amounts for different school districts; and


WHEREAS, the funding disparities do not reflect any rational differences in geography, demographics, student population, cost of living, or any other educationally relevant variable, and do not serve any compelling government interest; and


WHEREAS, these funding inequities have a ripple effect on other areas of education funding, including employee benefit and special education reimbursements, as well as the ability of local taxpayers to levy additional revenue for the maintenance and operation of schools; and


WHEREAS, on November 2, 2007, King County Superior Court Judge Michael Heavey ruled in Federal Way School District v. State that these funding disparities violate Article IX, section 2 of the Washington Constitution, which requires the state legislature to provide for a general and uniform system of public schools; and


WHEREAS, Judge Heavey also ruled that these funding disparities violate the equal protection rights of students, teachers, and taxpayers under Article I, Section 12 of the Washington Constitution; and


WHEREAS, Substitute Senate Bill 5135 and House Bill 1540, which would equalize salary allocations over six years and therefore remedy the constitutional deficiency identified by Judge Heavey, are before the state legislature;


WHEREAS, House Bill 2642, which would equalize salary allocations over five years and therefore remedy the constitutional deficiency identified by Judge Heavey, are before the state legislature;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of NAME School District No. NUMBER as follows:

1.
The Board supports legislative efforts to equalize the state funding formulas, and believes that any equalization effort should address funding for teaching, administrative, and classified staff simultaneously; and 

2. The Board supports the passage of SSB 5135 or HB 2642 in the 2008 Washington State legislative session; and

3. The Superintendent is directed to communicate this Resolution to Governor Christine Gregoire, State Senator Margarita Prentice, State Representative Helen Sommers, State Representative Kathy Haigh, and all state legislators whose districts include a portion of the NAME School District.


ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of NAME School District No. NUMBER at an open public meeting held on MONTH DAY, 2007 notice of which was given as required by law, the following directors being present and voting therefor.







BOARD OF DIRECTORS







NAME SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. NUMBER



  


NAME COUNTY, WASHINGTON

Attest:

NAME
Secretary to the Board

Giving your fair funding resolution maximum effect:

1.
Tailor the attached resolution to your school district by filling in your district’s identifying information and adding the appropriate resolution number.

2.
Pass the resolution

a.
For best effect, board members should discuss the resolution on the record, rather than passing it as part of the consent agenda.

b.
Take this opportunity to educate members of the public and media who may be at the meeting; explain, for example, that some districts receive up to $80,807 per funded administrator, while others receive only $54,405. You can view your district’s salary allocations for the 2007-08 school year at the following link:

http://leap.leg.wa.gov/leap/budget/leapdocs/2007F2.pdf

No district is at the top of all three categories. Most are far from the top numbers of $34,612 for teachers, $80,807 for administrators, and $35,227 for classified staff.

c.
Contact Tom Murphy or Sally McLean at the Federal Way School District if you would like more talking points for public education.  Contact Buzz Porter or Lynette Baisch at Dionne & Rorick if you have any questions about the lawsuit.

3.
Spread the word

a.
Ensure that all of your local legislators are aware that SSB 5135 and HB 1540 would help your district.  Tell your legislators clearly:  “Our district would have received an additional X dollars if we had equitable funding this school year.” 

b.
Send a copy of your resolution to your local media.  Personally contact the reporter(s) who cover your school district to explain how the state funding disparity hurts your district.

c.
Please send a copy of your resolution to the Federal Way School District so that we can track statewide efforts in support of fair funding.  You can send a copy via email to tmurphy@fwps.org, or by mail to the following address:

Tom Murphy, Superintendent

31405 18th Avenue South

Federal Way, Washington 98003

